BENIN 


PHONEMES AND ORTHOGRAPHIC SYMBOLS 


DITAMMARI (GUR) 


EX^ 

MPLES 


a 

nca 

woman 

b 

kubaku 

arms 

c 

cc 

to sweep 

d 

debire 

child 

c 

ipc 

sheep 

e 

tekole 

chicken 

f 

dcfilirc 

lamp 

h 

muhau 

10 dance 

i 

dilori 

spoon 

k 

yEkore 

necklace 

kp 

kpa 

lo quarrel 

m 

tF.mole 

dog 

n 

diswonni 

lizard 

n 

r)au 

I dance 

gm 

dikur)mcnni 

morning 



tekole 

chicken 



yekore 

necklace 

P 

kupaku 

millet 

r 

defilire 

lamp 

s 

seu 

to pound 

I 

ili 

mouse 

u 

diduu 

water pot 

w 

lewaate 

pen, pencil 

y 

siyu 

fish 


/P/ 

P 

/b/ 

b 

/t/ 

t 

/d/ 

d 

/tj/ 

c 

/k/ 

k 

/kp/ 

kp 

/i/ 

i 

/e/ 

e 

/£/ 

E 


/nV 

m 

/n/ 

n 

/o/ 

rj 

/gnV 

r)m 


/f/ 

f 

N 

s 

M 

r 

M 

h 

M 

w 

lyl 

y 

lul 

u 

lol 



hi 




/a/ 


/V/ V (except /e/ and /o/) 


Labializatiion: pw, bw, tw, dw, cw, kw, mw, nw, fw, sw 
Palatalization: py, by, ty, dy, cy, my, ny, fy, sy 


Tones: 


high 
mid 1 
mid 2 
lov^ 


unmarked 
unmarked 


Only the high and low tones are marked. 


ALPHABET 


bcdecfhikkpnino D»« 


p r s t u w y 

number of graphemes 24 
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